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April 17t — Saint Kateri Tekakwitha

God in all things and in every creature

Kateri:
Her life and her feast

Kateri Tekakwitha was born in 1656 to a Mohawk
father and an Algonquian mother. She was raised
in her clan, and took part in its life and
governance, as well as the spiritual rites of her
people. As a child, like many of her peers, she
caught smallpox, a disease brought by European
settlers. It disfigured her and left her nearly blind.
Many died from it, including her parents and her
younger brother. When she was ten years old,
French soldiers destroyed her village. Her clan
moved to the other side of the river. Shortly after,
Jesuit arrived there to establish a mission. Kateri
became friends with them. Her curiosity led her to
learn more about Christian spirituality, which was
like hers in some ways.

She was baptized at the age of twenty, and
according to testimonies at the time, she practiced
her faith in an exemplary manner. She prayed to
God in the heart of the forest, as did her people,
and strived to remain loyal to the love taught by
the Gospel. When her community experienced a
crisis, Kateri, like many other members, left her
village to join the Saint Francis-Xavier mission of
Sault-Saint-Louis. Those who surrounded her
admired her courage, her tenacity and her
profound spirituality. She died aged 24 after a long
illness. Her tomb is located in the Saint Francis-
Xavier church, in Kahnawake, since 1972. Kateri
was beatified in 1980 and canonized in 2012. She
is the first Aboriginal saint in North America and is
Patroness of the Environment and First Peoples.

The liturgical feast of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha is an
opportunity to reflect on our relationships with our
local Indigenous brothers and sisters, to pray for
them and with them, and to be open to the value
of their cultures and spiritualities. Surely Kateri can
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Icon of Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, written by Marcel
Nault. It is in the Pessamit rectory.
inspire us to build bridges between our Indigenous

and non-Indigenous cultures and learn to
appreciate each other?
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Celebrating
Kateri’s feast

The following liturgical resources are suggested
for use in your faith communities, for the
Eucharist, for the Liturgy of the Word or any
gathering during which the faithful wish to
express their solidarity with their Indigenous
brothers and sisters. The materials can of course
also be used for personal prayer.

On April 17th, 2025, Saint Kateri's feast coincides
with the beginning of the Easter Triduum, as the
Church celebrates the Evening Mass of the Lord’s
Supper. This takes priority over Kateri's feast.
However, it is possible to refer to it during the
prayers of the faithful. In addition, a short
meditative text is suggested for the time of
adoration that follows the Mass. This content
could also be used at another time during Holy
Week, such as daily Mass, personal or family
prayer times.

The prayer and meditation proposed in this resource
were written by Sr. Priscilla Solomon and adapted
by Sabrina Di Matteo.

Prayer intention
for the Holy Thursday Mass

Each year, on April 17, the Church remembers Saint
Kateri Tekakwitha. Together with Saint Francis of
Assisi, Kateri is Patroness of the Environment. As
Earth Day draws near, Kateri invites us to find God
in all things and in all creatures, recognizing that
everything is connected, according to Indigenous
wisdom. In the same way that Kateri modeled her
life in the image of Christ the Servant, may we also
be encouraged to care for all of Creation and for
each other, especially people who are vulnerable
and who suffer. Lord, hear our prayer.

Meditation for the time of adoration
following Mass

Let us reflect with Saint Kateri Tekakwitha.

Kateri, your Mohawk name “Tekakwitha” means
“she who bumps into things” or “she who
stumbles”. Smallpox, the deadly disease that took
your mother, father and brother, left you with very
poor eyesight. Yet this handicap did not prevent you
from seeing even more clearly with the eyes of your
heart.

In your Native family, you learned the stories of your
people and understood the importance of
cultivating peace and goodness. Before dying, your
Algonquian mother taught you the life of Jesus. His
story took root in you and blossomed throughout
your life. The Spirit of God worked in you and
through you — even before you were baptized and
partook in the communion with your beloved Jesus.
You desired to belong to Him and to follow Him
with all your heart.

Kateri, you expressed your love by caring for the
sick, sharing your faith with children and loving
them. You wove relationships with all the people
you encountered. Just as Jesus put on the garments
of service and humility to wash his disciples’ feet,
you too lived to serve. Following in Christ’s
footsteps, let us dare to refresh the pilgrims who
cross our path. Let us give them a taste of hope,
through our compassion, our ability to listen to them
and our peaceful presence.

You offered your love and your life to God. May we
aspire to follow Jesus as you did and to renew our
care for the meek. May we open our arms to
welcome those who are excluded, scorned and
abandoned.

Tonight, as we keep watch in the garden of
Gethsemani, let us pray especially for those who
suffer as the sun sets on their journey. Though they
do not clearly see what mystery awaits them beyond
the threshold, we pray with you, Kateri: may their
love of God give them strength; may they trust in
His mercy that has reconciled the world to Him.

Kateri, we follow your gaze, and we look upon the
path to eternal life that has been opened by the
Cross.
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Visual to distribute in your networks

This visual is also available in JPG format in the Mission chez nous website — Ressources
section: https://missioncheznous.com/ressources/#memoire-sainte-kateri

@ April 17th, 2025 - Holy Thursday Mass
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha’s feast
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Each year, on April 17, the
Church remembers Saint Kateri
Tekakwitha. Together with
Saint Francis of Assisi, Kateri is
Patroness of the Environment.

As Earth Day draws near,
Kateri invites us to find God in
all things and in all creatures,
recognizing that everything is
connected, according to
Indigenous wisdom.

In the same way that Kateri
modeled her life in the image
of Christ the Servant, may we
also be encouraged to care for
all of Creation and for each
other, especially people who
are vulnerable and who suffer.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Text: Sr. Priscilla Solomon
and Sabrina Di Matteo
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The author
and her reflections

-
Photo provided by Priscilla Solomon

Priscilla Solomon:
a witness in the footsteps of Saint Kateri

Priscilla Solomon is an Ojibway Sister of St. Joseph
of Sault Ste. Marie (Ontario). Her Catholic faith was
inspired and nourished by her parents and relatives,
as well as by the community in the small Georgian
Bay town of Killarney where she grew up. In others,
she witnessed deep faith, generosity, kindness and
love. She felt called to live the Gospel as well as she
could.

Kateri, in Sr. Priscilla’s words

St. Kateri, although smallpox took your parents and
brother away, and left you with very poor eyesight, |
know that you saw even more clearly with the eyes
of your heart.

You loved and cared for your adoptive aunt and
uncle by doing beautiful beadwork, weaving baskets

1. The “Great Law of Peace” of the Haudenosaunee (also
known as the Iroquois Confederacy or Five Nations, later
the Six Nations) refers to a set of principles and processes
that preceded Settlers. It existed before Jacques Cartier
arrived at Hochelaga in 1534 and governed peace and
treaties between nations. The Great Law of Peace is
rooted in a vision of society where the “Tree of Peace”
and its Law were planted by the Creator. This peace
promotes principles of forethought, responsibility towards

Taught by Sisters of St. Joseph, she witnessed their
compassion, care, commitment and dedication to
service. As a teenager, she wondered whether God
was calling her to give herself totally to Him by living
a vowed religious life. At the age of seventeen, she
responded to God'’s call and entered The Sisters of
St. Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie. She trained as a
teacher, spiritual director and counsellor.

During the time of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, Priscilla became very deeply involved
in the work of reconciliation between Indigenous
people and people of Settler origins. She continues
this work today. She is a member of the Our Lady of
Guadalupe Circle, a Catholic coalition uniting
Indigenous and non-Indigenous folk, bishops,
priests, representatives of lay movements and
members of consecrated life, who are dedicated to
fostering renewed relationships between the
Catholic Church and the First Peoples of Canada.
Priscilla believes that we need dialogue, cross-
cultural and intercultural work, and inculturation of
faith in both our Church and our Canadian society.
Seeking and speaking truth, healing, engaging in
dialogue and finding ways to journey together are all
important to her.

and doing all that you could to help in their
longhouse. Did you learn from them the traditional
stories of The Great Law and the importance of the
White Roots of Peace that grow in the four
directions?'

Dear St. Kateri, | know you as a mystic, one who
loved to be in the quiet of the land. You were
present to all that surrounded you: trees, water,

the natural world and future generations, as well as a
desire to spread peace among nations. An in-depth
analysis is available online. See Paul Williams and Curtis
Nelson, Kaswentha, Research Program of the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, 1995, 362 pages.
Accessed February 13, 2025.

Link: https://publications.gc.ca/collections/
collection_2022/bcp-pco/Z1-1991-1-41-114-eng. pdf
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squirrels, wild plants and birds of the air. You knew
how to find and to love God — your Beloved — in
everything and everywhere. You knew the teaching
of your people that all is connected.

Today, we too need to know and live this truth so
that we will be more committed to protecting the
land, the water and all of Life to which Mother Earth
gives birth, nourishment and protection.

With Saint Francis, you are a patron saint of the
environment and of ecology. Saint Kateri, pray with
us that we may learn to live and work with, rather
than against, all of God'’s creation.

God chose you to reveal His love and holiness to
the people in your time and place. You just as much
are a saint for our times. With your help, may we
reveal care and compassion in our suffering and
violent world.

You were devoted to your community at the Saint
Francis-Xavier Mission. You were a very close friend
and spiritual companion to Anastasia*> and Marie-
Therese with whom you prayed regularly. Help us to
reconcile with each other so that we may befriend
others and walk this journey of reconciliation
together.

Saint Kateri, pray for us. Amen.

2. Anastasia Tegonhatsiongo was Kateri’s spiritual mentor.

Mission chez nous is a charitable organization founded in 1993, that strives to promote Christian solidarity with Indigenous
Peoples. It aims to raise awareness among the general public about Indigenous realities and encourage encounters between
cultures, while deconstructing prejudice and fostering dialogue. Mission chez nous supports, both materially and morally,
the Indigenous communities present on the land we now call Québec.

www.missioncheznous.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/missioncheznous
X: x.com/MissionChezNous
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